Sack Family Letter 2022
Greetings to our good friends and family far and near. We pray this missive finds you
well and sustained by Love, while adapting to the many challenges of our unusual times. Allow us to share
the latest events in our family.
Jon continues his work by day on the first grade team at the nearby American School in Japan, and by night with
online math tutoring. Along with school, Kaya (10, 4th grade) and N ina (8, 2nd grade) are involved in abacus
lessons thee times a week, dance lessons and cooking classes. Both girls speak, read and write very well in both
Japanese and English, which helps their grandparents a lot. M iho ably supports all members of the family and
keeps the home center running smoothly for their busy comings and goings. We still can’t believe our good fortune
in having them live within a healthy morning walk’s distance. As you can see in the photos below, they celebrated
Nina’s special 7-year-old event in November, and then the girls played the part of Santa Lucia in their neighborhood
for the first time this December 13. Grandma was happy about that.

Zelda (Bethan y) an d Nate and beloved dog Leila have been in Detroit for a year. Zelda has leaned into
her new love of gardening, while also studying for (and passing the first of three) acupuncture board exams. Nate
has been transitioning from ten years of teaching into new creative endeavors as he finishes up his master’s degree
in Sustainable Design. As 2022 comes, they are actively seeking ways to move back to Japan. Both grandma and
grandpa are happy about that.

Emmy is living with her partner Brian and two other friends in Santa Barbara, CA. This past year, she
made the move out of the tech world into the food industry, and is now working at a local specialty olive
oil and vinegar shop called il Fustino. Outside of work, she has been enjoying exploring the outdoors,
experimenting with recipes, and spending quality time with her pup, Dune. She spent two months here in
Japan over the summer. As you can see, it wasn’t only grandma and grandpa who were happy about that.

Jim continues to thoroughly enjoy teaching theology at the Japan Lutheran College and the Theological
Seminary, as well as pastoral clinical psychology at the graduate school. He has come to know how
fortunate he has been to have his ministry in education. “I am so blessed to be able to teach, because
through that activity I have had the privilege to be a learner on a daily basis. Each and every student has
been one of my teachers.” In his spare time, if not spending time with Kaya and Nina, you will find him out
in the garden, enjoying all that nature has to offer.
Carol had the remarkable opportunity to live with her mother Miriam (104 ½ years into this life!) right
in her nursing home apartment in downtown Minneapolis for the first half of the year from February
through June. Zelda joined for the first whole month, so we had three generations living and learning
together. Miriam is quite an inspiration. Carol would like to close this letter with her mother’s oftrepeated words of wisdom: (1) “This too shall pass.” (2) “Remember, it’s only money.” (3) “Don’t borrow
trouble.” And finally, (4) “You take what comes~~ with gratitude !!” SHE SHOULD KNOW!

God bless us, everyone!

